
Key Amendments / Subsequent Policy Decisions 

Subsequent to the issuance of the “Margdarshika” (Standard Operating 

Procedure) for implementation of the World’s Largest Grain Storage Plan 

in Cooperative Sector, various measures have been introduced to facilitate wider 

participation of Cooperative Societies, improve access to institutional credit, enhance 

financial viability of projects and promote effective utilization of storage infrastructure 

created under the Plan. 

The major amendments and policy measures introduced in this regard are as follows: 

1. Enhancement of Credit Guarantee Period under Agriculture 

Infrastructure Fund (AIF) 

With a view to facilitate access to institutional credit and provide greater flexibility in 

repayment of loans availed for creation of agricultural infrastructure, the credit 

guarantee period under the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) has been 

enhanced from 2+5 years to 2+8 years, vide [Letter/Circular No. 

1010/01/2024-AIF dated 24.09.2025]. (Annexure 1) 

Accordingly, Cooperative Societies implementing eligible projects under the Plan may 

avail the benefit of the enhanced credit guarantee period, subject to fulfilment of the 

applicable eligibility criteria and other conditions prescribed under AIF. 

 

2. Credit Guarantee Support through NABSanrakshan 

In order to further facilitate access to institutional credit for infrastructure projects 

undertaken by Cooperative Societies under the Plan, credit guarantee support 

through NABSanrakshan has also been made available, vide [Letter/Circular 

No. R-11016/10/2024-CTP dated 13.03.2025], subject to applicable guidelines 

and conditions. (Annexure 2) 

Under the arrangement, eligible Cooperative Societies undertaking projects under the 

Decentralised Grain Storage Plan may avail credit guarantee coverage through 

NABSanrakshan. The facility is intended to provide risk mitigation support to 

lending institutions and facilitate enhanced flow of credit to eligible Cooperative 

Societies for undertaking infrastructure development. 



The availability of such credit guarantee support is expected to strengthen the 

confidence of District Central Cooperative Banks (DCCBs) and State 

Cooperative Banks (StCBs) in extending credit support for projects under the 

Plan. This would facilitate wider access to institutional finance and support the 

implementation of the Plan in a time-bound manner. 

3. Expansion of the Scope of the Plan to All Eligible Cooperative Societies 

With a view to broadening the coverage of the Decentralised Grain Storage Plan in 

Cooperative Sector and enabling greater participation of the cooperative sector the 

scope of the Plan has been expanded beyond Primary Agricultural Credit 

Societies (PACS), vide [Letter/Circular No. R-11016/42/2025-CTP dated 

12.11.2025]. (Annexure 3) 

Accordingly, all eligible Cooperative Societies are made eligible in the Plan for 

creation of grain storage and other eligible agricultural infrastructure, subject to 

fulfilment of the prescribed eligibility criteria, applicable guidelines and approval of 

the competent authority. 

4. Relaxation of PACS selection parameters for the plan 

Further, in order to facilitate wider participation of PACS having financial constraints, 

PACS having negative net worth and not profitable may also be considered 

for participation under the Plan [Letter/Circular No. R-11016/31/2025-

CTP-Part (1) dated 05.01.2026].  (Annexure 4) 

The expansion of eligibility is intended to enable a larger number of Cooperative 

Societies to participate in the Plan and facilitate creation of decentralized storage 

capacity across the country, while ensuring that the projects remain technically and 

financially viable and are implemented in accordance with the prescribed norms. 

5. 9 year Hiring Assurance by Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

With a view to ensuring assured utilization of the storage capacity being created under 

the Plan and strengthening the financial viability of the projects, Food Corporation 

of India (FCI) has agreed to provide hiring assurance for a period of 9 

years, vide [Letter/Communication No. 16-04/2020-STG-III (389201) 

dated 22.09.2025], subject to the applicable terms and conditions. (Annexure 5) 



Accordingly, eligible godowns constructed under the Plan may be considered for hiring 

by FCI for the assured period, subject to fulfilment of the applicable technical, quality, 

capacity, location and other prescribed requirements and the terms and conditions 

governing such hiring. 

The concerned State/UT authorities, Cooperative Societies and other stakeholders 

shall facilitate timely completion of the requisite formalities for enabling hiring of 

eligible godowns under the Plan. 

6. Relaxations in Requirements for WDRA Registration 

With a view to promoting registration of warehouses created under the World’s 

Largest Grain Storage Plan with the Warehousing Development and Regulatory 

Authority (WDRA) and facilitating Cooperative Societies in obtaining WDRA 

registration, various relaxations have been provided in the prescribed registration 

requirements, vide [Letter/Communication No. Member-DKD/Coop/624 

dated 04.06.2026]. (Annexure 6) 

The key relaxations provided for warehouses of Cooperative Societies under the Plan 

include the following: 

a. The registration fee has been prescribed at ₹500 per warehouse; 

b. The requirement relating to positive net worth shall apply irrespective of the 

capacity of the warehouse, as per the applicable provisions; 

c. A fixed security deposit of ₹50,000 per warehouse shall be applicable; and 

d. Relaxations have been provided in certain prescribed physical infrastructure 

requirements for registration of eligible warehouses. 

The above measures are intended to reduce the compliance burden for Cooperative 

Societies and facilitate registration of warehouses created under the Plan with WDRA. 

The concerned Cooperative Societies shall, however, continue to ensure compliance 

with the applicable WDRA norms and other requirements prescribed for scientific 

storage, preservation and safety of stocks. 
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